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Figure 1. Immigrants are a Significant Share of the Iowa Economy 



!#!

)5+$&!$(0-#+6!'(/!.5')!)5+1!0-()&$87)+!)-!)5+!+0-(-#12!L+!':*-!'//&+**!'(!$**7+!-9)+(!&'$*+/!.$)5!
&+*,+0)!)-!7(/-07#+()+/!$##$%&'()*M!L5')!/-!)5+1!,'1!$(!)'<+*6!'(/!.5')!*+&;$0+*!0'(!)5+1!
'00+**_!?5$*!&+,-&)!,&-;$/+*!(++/+/!0-()+<)!9-&!)5+!$()+(*+6!-(%-$(%!/+8')+!'8-7)!$##$%&')$-(!
&+9-&#!$(!)5+!D($)+/!E)')+*!81!+<'#$($(%!$#,'0)*!$(!"-.'!-(!&+;+(7+*!'(/!)5+!+0-(-#12!L+!9$(/!
)5')!8'&&$+&*!)-!/-07#+()')$-(!9-&!$##$%&'()*!$(!)5+!07&&+()!*1*)+#!/+,&+**!.'%+*!'(/!:$#$)!)5+!
%&+')+&!0-()&$87)$-(*!)5+*+!9'#$:$+*!0-7:/!8+!#'4$(%!)-!)5+!+0-(-#1!'(/!&+;+(7+!*)&+'#2!
!
Immigrants in Iowa 
[-07#+()+/!'(/!7(/-07#+()+/!$##$%&'()*!#'4+!7,!H2B!,+&0+()!-9!)5+!,-,7:')$-(!$(!"-.'6!'(/!
'00-7()!9-&!H2I!,+&0+()!-9!)5+!*)')+J*!+0-(-#$0!-7),7)!'(/!I2H!,+&0+()!-9!)5+!.-&49-&0+2B![+*,$)+!
.$/+!'))+()$-(!)-!)5+!T7+*)$-(!-9!.5+)5+&!$##$%&'()*!'&+!`/-07#+()+/6a!)5+!:'&%+!(7#8+&!.5-!
5';+!0$)$@+(*5$,!-&!,+&#'(+()!
&+*$/+()!*)')7*6!-&!5-:/!;$*'*!-&!'&+!
&+0-%($@+/!'*!&+97%++*6!+('8:+!'!#-&+!
0:+'&!:--4!')!)5+!*5'&+!-9!$##$%&'()*!
$(!)5+!D($)+/!E)')+*$!
!
"##$%&'()*!.5-!:$;+!$(!"-.'!.-&4!$(!'!
.$/+!&'(%+!-9!-007,')$-(*6!87)!'&+!
-;+&&+,&+*+()+/!$(!'!(7#8+&!-9!
*,+0$9$0!-007,')$-(*2!"##$%&'()*!
'00-7()!9-&!IO2B!,+&0+()!-9!#+')!
07))+&*\!BB2K!,+&0+()!-9!,'04+&*6!9$::+&*!
'(/!.&',,+&*\!A^2H!,+&0+()!-9!5$%5!
*05--:!'(/!0-::+%+!$(*)&70)-&*\!AO2B!
,+&0+()!-9!*-9).'&+!/+;+:-,+&*\!AH!
,+&0+()!-9!5-7*+4++,+&*\!'(/!AA2O!
,+&0+()!-9!9'&#!.-&4+&*2!>)!)5+!*'#+!
)$#+!)5+1!'&+!7(/+&S&+,&+*+()+/!'*!
#'('%+&*!'(/!'/#$($*)&')-&*!FB2I!
,+&0+()G\!)&7046!/+:$;+&1!'(/!)&'0)-&!
/&$;+&*!FB2H!,+&0+()G\!'(/!$(!
7($9-&#+/!*+&;$0+!-007,')$-(*!*705!'*!
,-:$0+6!9$&+!'(/!*+07&$)1!FA2Y!,+&0+()G2!!
!
"##$%&'()*!0-()&$87)+!)-!"-.'J*!
+0-(-#1!'(/!,'&)$0$,')+!$(!)5+!:'8-&!
9-&0+!')!&')+*!+<0++/$(%!)5+$&!*5'&+!-9!
)5+!,-,7:')$-(!$(!,'&)!8+0'7*+!
$##$%&'()*!'&+!#-&+!:$4+:1!)-!8+!-9!
,&$#+!.-&4$(%!'%+!)5'(!)5+$&!D2E2S
8-&(!0-7()+&,'&)*2!?5$*!$*!8-)5!
8+0'7*+!"-.'J*!(')$;+S8-&(!
,-,7:')$-(!$*!&',$/:1!'%$(%6!'(/!
8+0'7*+!#-*)!$##$%&'()*!0-#+!)-!
"-.'!*,+0$9$0'::1!)-!.-&42!
!
"-.'!$*!5-#+!)-!'8-7)!ABC6CCC!
$##$%&'()*6!-;+&!^C!,+&0+()!-9!)5+#!

Table 1. Immigrants Work in Variety of Occupations in Iowa 
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Immigrants bring diverse education backgrounds 
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Most immigrants’ families earn over $40,000 
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$  Immigrant families are families with at least one foreign-born member who is 18 years of age or older.  
$$!Immigrant families may be more likely than U.S.-born families to work more than two jobs.!

Table 2. Immigrant Families Have Somewhat Lower Incomes 
! !
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Little evidence that immigration negatively affects wages of native-born workers  
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Table 3. U.S. Born Iowans Make More by Education 
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Undocumented Immigrants in Iowa  
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Table 4. Country of Origin of Immigrants in Iowa 
!

Diversity in Iowa's immigrant population 
!

In the United States as a whole, 30 percent of all immigrants 
were born in Mexico — the predominant group, though still 
far from the majority. The same holds true for Iowa, with 30.6 
percent of the immigrant population coming from Mexico. 
!
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iii Warren and Warren estimate the total foreign-born population separately by state and by year of entry into the country from the 2000 
decennial census (for those moving to the U.S. between 1990 and 1999) and from the 2010 American Community Survey (for those 
moving to the U.S. between 2000 and 2009). Their estimates of the legal resident foreign-born population combine counts of legal 
permanent residents for each state, by year of entry, and for both new arrivals and those who adjust their status; non-immigrant residents 
for each state by length of stay, and refugees for each state by year of entry. Their method also requires estimates and assumptions about 
emigrations rates, Census and ACS undercount rates, removals of unauthorized residents for each state and by year of entry among those 
living in the U.S. for six months or longer, adjustments from unauthorized to law status by state and year of entry, year of adjustment, and 
mortality rates. !
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Undocumented Immigrants Boost Iowa Tax Revenues 
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Income, sales and property taxes 
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iv The Pew Hispanic Center calculates its unauthorized immigrant population by estimating the total number of foreign-born people residing 
in the U.S. as reflected in the Annual Social and Economic Supplement to the Current Population Survey. Pew then subtracts the 
estimated number of legal residents based on data collected by DHS and other government agencies including naturalized citizens, legal 
permanent residents, refugees, people who have sought asylum, parolees, and legal temporary residents. These estimates are then 
disaggregated by state of residence, geographic regions or origin, and five-year periods of entry. These counts are used to develop a 
population estimate with standard demographic techniques that account for deaths, departures and new arrivals each year, and then the 
final number is adjusted to account for the unauthorized immigrants who are missed by the survey (under-count estimates). 
!

Table 5.  Iowa State and Local Taxes Paid by Citizens vs. Undocumented Immigrants 
!

!
Source: Iowa Policy Project calculations based on data from 

the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy 
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v The Pew Hispanic Center also calculates a nationwide estimate of the number of people per undocumented immigrant family. The most 
recent estimate, 2.29, is used to find an estimated number of undocumented households, or tax paying units, by state.  



! +!

*5-&+!7,!)5+!9$('(0+*!-9!E-0$':!E+07&$)1!'(/!U+/$0'&+!9-&!D2E2!0$)$@+(*!.5-!'&+!+:$%$8:+!9-&!8+(+9$)*2!
U-&+-;+&6!)5+*+!,'1&-::!0-()&$87)$-(*!'&+!#')05+/!81!+#,:-1+&*6!/-78:$(%!)5+!+99+0)2!!
!
"(!'//$)$-(6!+#,:-1+&*!-9!7(/-07#+()+/!$##$%&'()*!0-()&$87)+!)5+!*)'(/'&/!'#-7()!-9!
7(+#,:-1#+()!$(*7&'(0+!,&+#$7#*!)-!97(/!)5+!*)')+!7(+#,:-1#+()!,&-%&'#2!b-&!KCAH6!)5+!
';+&'%+!.'%+!8'*+!$(!"-.'!9-&!7(+#,:-1#+()!$(*7&'(0+!)'<!,7&,-*+*!$*!NKO6PCC6!'(/!)5+!';+&'%+!
)'<!&')+!$*!A2O!,+&0+()6!,&-/70$(%!'!0-()&$87)$-(!-9!NHK^!,+&!1+'&!9-&!'(1-(+!+'&($(%!NKO6PCC!-&!
#-&+2A^!D*$(%!)5+!*'#+!0-(*+&;')$;+!+*)$#')+!-9!AO6BYI!7(/-07#+()+/!$##$%&'()!5-7*+5-:/*!-(!
,'1&-::*!)'<!.$)55-:/$(%!9&-#!7(/-07#+()+/!$##$%&'()!,'105+04*!'//*!'8-7)!NY!#$::$-(!
'((7'::1!!)-!)5+!*)')+!D(+#,:-1#+()!"(*7&'(0+!97(/6!*5-&$(%!7,!)5')!97(/!'(/!5+:,$(%!)-!4++,!
,&+#$7#*!:-.6!+;+(!)5-7%5!7(/-07#+()+/!$##$%&'()*!$(!"-.'!'&+!$(+:$%$8:+!)-!0-::+0)!
7(+#,:-1#+()!8+(+9$)*!*5-7:/!)5+1!:-*+!)5+$&!=-82KC!
!
Undocumented immigrants in Iowa: Total taxes paid 
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Table 6.  Summary of Estimated Taxes Paid by Undocumented Immigrants in Iowa 
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Undocumented Immigrants Are Ineligible for Many Programs and Services 
!
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Table 7. Federal and State Programs that Bar Undocumented Immigrants from Eligibility 
!

1. Social Security 
2. Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
3. Medicare 
4. Medicaid (except emergency services) 
5. hawk-i (Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa, Iowa’s State Children’s Health Insurance Program) 
6. Affordable Care Act (ACA): Use of exchanges to purchase insurance, all subsidies 
7. Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) 
8. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly known as Food Stamps) 
9. Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 



!,-!

10. U.S. Housing and Urban Development housing programs: public housing, Section 8, HOME 
11. Unemployment Insurance 
12. Child Care Assistance (CCA) 
13. Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC),federal and state (unless taxpayer has a valid SSN) 
14. FEMA grants 
15. Workforce Investment Act job training programs 
16. Federally funded student financial aid of any kind 
17. Iowa College Student Aid Commission programs 
18. General Assistance 
19. State-county mental health services22 
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Immigration reform would remove barriers to advancement for currently undocumented 
immigrants and raise state revenues. 
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Legal status means higher wages for workers  
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DREAMers would have more opportunities 
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Reform would give immigrant business owners access to more options and promote entrepreneurship  
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Immigration reform would increase revenues  
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Conclusion 
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